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Violence was common in both places, but the violence of the
capitalist order seemed inherent in it; whilst the violence of
Russia, bad though it was, aimed at a new order based on peace
and co-operation and real freedom for the masses. With all her
blunders, Soviet Russia had triumphed over enormous difficulties
and taken great strides towards this new order.
JAHWARLAL NEHRU : Autobiography.
Socialist realism or revolutionary romanticism are two names
for one and the same thing. To render such a synthesis possible
required the downfall of capital and the victory of Socialist
economy.
The proletariat, which is in power, has nothing to hide. It is
rich in the whole of human truth. It has no need of lies, it can
look truth, reality straight in the face.
For among its activities there is not the robbery of the working
class, the discovery of which is so unpleasant for the robber.
In the land of the victorious proletariat, culture is not a light
shining down from above; it is not the creation of a handful of
people; there it is engendered by all, there it grows out of the
earth, there it washes and transforms everything, even the ever}'day
manifestations of labour and everyday life. For in that land
there is already to-day what we shall have to-morrow. There,
in the U.S.S.R., miracles are being performed not on church
pictures, but are being created in actual life by living working
people.
I demand a return to reality in the name of the reality which is
ruling to-day on one-sixth part of the earth, in the name of him
who was the first to foresee this reality and who in the spring of
1845 wrote in Brussels:
"Philosophers have merely explained the world in different
ways, but the thing is to change it.*'
Louis ARAGON, at the Congress in Defence
of Culture, 1935.
All the bright manifestations of Soviet life: the building of the
Moscow-Volga Canal, the building of Polar stations, and the two
big flights from Moscow through the North Pole to the United
States of America, performed by the hero pilots Chkalov, Baidukov